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Jump to it!

1) Do you know any phrasal verbs with ‘jump’? Try to complete the sentences using a preposition from the box. 

  at

 
on 



in 


 
out at 

a) The mistake in the figures jumped ______ me.

b) Before she could reply Peter jumped _____ with an objection.

c) When I was offered the new position I jumped ____ it immediately.

d) This report is really urgent! You will have to jump____ and write it at once.  

e) Sheila is really tired of her boss. He is all the time jumping ____ her and never seems satisfied with her work. 

* What are the meanings of the phrasal verbs above? 

2) There are also many idioms with the word jump. Join the idioms with their meanings and then write sentences using each of them. 

	jump on the bandwagon
	(informal) to react very angrily to sb

	jump / leap to conclusions
	to make a decision about sb/sth too quickly, before you know or have thought about all the facts

	jump / be thrown in at the deep end
	to fail to stop at a red traffic light

	be for the high jump
	to go to the front of a line of people without waiting for your turn

	jump ship
	to do sth too soon, before the right time

	jump the gun
	(informal) to start or be made to start a new and difficult activity that you are not prepared for

	jump the line
	to leave an organization that you belong to, suddenly and unexpectedly

	jump out of your skin
	(BrE, informal) to be going to be severely punished

	jump the lights
	(informal, disapproving) to join others in doing sth that is becoming fashionable because you hope to become popular or successful yourself

	jump down somebody’s throat
	(informal) to move violently because of a sudden shock


3) A phrasal verb with jump is used in the following extract. Which?

Five crucial Minutes

(Taken from: The Successful Business Plan by Rhonda Abrams)

Time is valuable for businessmen and businesswomen. Rarely can they give any one matter the attention it deserves. This is especially true of bankers, venture capitalists, and other investors who are inundated with business plans and proposals, a typical venture capitalist can expect to see more than 1,000 business plans a year. 

Although you may spend five months preparing your plan, the cold, hard fact is that an investor or lender can dismiss it in less than five minutes. If you don’t make a positive impression in those critical first five minutes, your plan will be rejected. Only if it passes the first cursory look will your plan be examined in greater detail. 

The most important aspects of your plan must jump out at even the most casual reader. Even if your plan is intended for internal company use only, it will be more effective if it is presented in a compelling, vivid form. Highlighting specific facts, goals and conclusions makes your plan easier to review, more effective as a working document, and increases your chances of making a positive impact. 

…

One of the worst statements you can make in a business plan is “We have no competition”. A knowledgeable investor will immediately disregard a plan with such a statement because it indicates that either: 1) you have not fully examined the realities of your business; or 2) there is no market for your concept.

You can see this by looking at the example of the photocopier. When the first one was invented, no competition existed from other makers of photocopiers, of course. But competition still came from many sources, including suppliers of carbon paper and mimeograph machines. And if a copier worked and the market was receptive, future competition could realistically be projected. If no competition had truly existed- if people hadn’t been duplicating documents by some means- it would have meant that no market for photocopiers existed at the time they were invented. 
4) Have you noticed that there is inversion in the underlined sentences? Why? 

Rewrite the sentences, beginning as shown. 

a) He didn’t get the permission for what he was doing. (At no time…………………..)

b) He didn’t realize how serious it was until the next morning. (Not until the next morning……..)

c) They learnt his terrible secret later. (Only later……………)

d) I have never seen such an awful behaviour before. (Never before…………….)

e) You know little how much trouble you are in. (Little ………………….)

5) There are some examples of conditional clauses in the extract. Which are they? Why are they used? 
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