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Going into partnership

1) Complete the sentences with the most suitable word or phrase from the box. 

alone   

leave me alone  
lone

lonely

by myself
      solo                      on its own            single-handed 
         solitude
   isolated
          keep themselves to themselves 

a) I don't like walking home _____________ after dark. 

(without another person)

b) 'Did anyone help you?' 'No, I did it all ____________.'

(without another person)

c) The house stands ______________ outside the village.

(without another thing)

d) Monks are proud of their life of ______________.

(the state of being alone)

e) He lives in an______________ village.

(a long way away from other people or things)

f) My neighbours ____________________ - I hardly see them.

(try not to meet other people)

g) There was a __________ sailor crossing the Atlantic.

(solitary)
h) She had no friends and felt very_____________ at her new school

(unhappy because you are not with other people)

i) He was afraid of flying ___________ for the first time.

(done by one person)

j) Who was the first person to sail the Atlantic _____________?

(done by one person, without anyone else helping)

k) I wish you would __________________ to make my own decisions.

(don’t bother me!)

2) You are going to read about ‘Partnership’. Which of the words above do you think will be included in the text? Why?

“Partnership” is a seductive buzzword in the business world today. My phone company wants to be my “partner in communication”, and my doctor at Keiser Permanente wants to be my “partner in health”. Company owners hear constantly about the virtues of becoming partners with their customers, their employees, their vendors, and even their competitors. The overuse of the term partner has stripped it of traditional meaning, which in business has been two or more people joining together, pooling their money and talents, and taking a risk. Partners are people out to create or build something together. They are putting something at risk in the hopes of creating a sustainable venture. Partnership is a state of mind. Partners sink or swim-together.

The enthusiasm for partnering is rooted in a down-to-earth fact: You’re much more likely to succeed in a business with a partner than without one. Entrepreneurs who have succeeded by pooling their strengths far outnumber those romantic figures, the lone entrepreneurs who have triumphed over all the odds. Intel was co-founded by Grodon Moore and Robert Noyce. Even Microsoft, which for years many people thought was founded only by Bill Gates, was co-founded by Paul Allen. Founding partners are memorialized in the names of some of the world’s most successful and visible businesses: William Hewlett and David Packard, for instance. 

Being a partner gives people more than ownership. Many people prefer to share the responsibility for the business. From a psychological perspective, having a partner means having someone to share the emotional burdens of ownership. A partner can provide feelings of safety and reduced risk, a sense that “we’re in this together”. One of the biggest complaints of solo entrepreneurs is that no one understands the tremendous demands made upon them. For some people, the fears that have kept them from starting a business become manageable with a partner. 

There are more advantages of having a partner. Can you think of any?

3) Most of the times, the state of being alone is described in poems. Take a look at the following poem written by Gabriela Mistral and decide if the author is pessimistic or optimistic about her situation. Who do you think she is with? 

I am Not Alone
The night, it is deserted 
from the mountains to the sea. 
But I, the one who rocks you, 
I am not alone! 

The sky, it is deserted 
for the moon falls to the sea. 
But I, the one who holds you,
I am not alone ! 

The world, it is deserted. 
All flesh is sad you see. 
But I, the one who hugs you, 
I am not alone!

- Gabriela Mistral
4) Poem contest.

Why don’t you try and write your own poem? Then share it with the rest of the class and decide which is the best and why. 
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