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	Effective Networking for Professional Success



	What is your response to these networking statements?
Statement

Yes

No

I have a carefully thought-through strategy for networking. 
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I get a lot of useful information when I network. 
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I only network when I am prepared to provide as well as get information. 

[image: image5.wmf]
[image: image6.wmf]
I usually describe my employment demographics when I network. 
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Networking rises on my list of priorities when I am job hunting. 
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I have a follow-through plan to take advantage of my networking efforts. 
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People in my social networks know what I do and what I have to offer. 
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My elevator speech or two minute self description clearly differentiates me from others. 
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Almost all the time I begin my networking by asking the other person about himself or herself. 
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When the other has completed their self-description, I raise questions to get additional clarification. 
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I frequently ask the other about the challenges they face with their work. 
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While the other is speaking, I listen carefully to see how I can potentially be a resource for them. 
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While the other is speaking, I listen to see what I might be able to sell them. 
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For me, there is a great difference between the two previous statements. 
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My networking efforts are successful most of the time. 
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I am in regular contact with each of my networking resources. 
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I am pleased with the results I get from my networking efforts. 
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* What do you think the statements above show about your attitude towards networking? Read the following extract and discuss the author’s point of view on networking. 

Truth or Delusion?: Busting Networking’s Biggest Myths

By Ivan R. Misner.

1. TRUTH OR DELUSION?

Networking is a fad.

DELUSION. Yes, that’s right. We’re starting with the biggest delusion of all. It wasn’t that long ago when businesspeople were saying, “Oh, networking is just the newest craze; it’ll never last”. 

Did you say Truth? Well then, you haven’t been paying attention to what’s been going on around you. In our lifetime, an entirely new field of study is being codified. Whether you call it networking, word of mouth, referral marketing, relationship marketing or social capital, it’s all about people learning how to connect with other people in meaningful ways despite, or possibly because of, our technological revolution. Geography no longer matters; if you share an interest with someone halfway around the planet, making the connection online is as easy as- no, easier than- picking a phone and dialing. 

And yet, as new as all this technological connectivity is, it simply takes us back to an earlier era, when we lived in small communities with our extended families and knew all our neighbours. We worked for and with people we knew personally. We bought everything we needed from people who were our life-long friends, were treated for illnesses by doctors who had cared for our parents, and trusted our finances to accountants we saw every week in church. 

We don’t live in a Little House on the Prairie anymore now. We don’t know our neighbours, and we have very few, if any, relationships with the local business community. When these communities fragmented, much of the community spirit faded as well. No longer did we feel responsibility for the welfare of our friends and neighbours, or that we all shared the common good. The entire decade of the 1980s was called the “Me Generation”, when businesspeople pursued their own interests at the expense of everybody else. 

The old ways have become new again. In networking organizations, though we may be lost in a sea of people in our big cities, we form relationships and do business with people who live near us and share a mutual interest in helping our businesses grow. At the same time, our reach is worldwide, giving us vastly more options and resources to tap any need. 

1) The author of the extract claims that the truth is that networking is not a fad. Did you know that there are some idioms and sayings with the word ‘truth’? Join the idioms and sayings with their meanings and then make sentences using each of them. 

	bend the truth
	used to say that a fact or comment is completely false

	economical with the truth
	(saying) used to say that people will find out the true facts about a situation even if you try to keep them secret

	the moment of truth
	(saying) used to say that things that actually happen are often more surprising than stories that are invented

	truth is stranger than fiction
	to say something that is not completely true

	nothing could be further from the truth
	a way of saying that somebody has left out some important facts, when you do not want to say that they are lying

	(the) truth will out
	a time when somebody/something is tested, or when important decisions are made


2) The concept of truth is very difficult to define. Which quotation do you agree with? Why?

William Shakespeare (1564–1616):

Truth is truth
To the end of reckoning.

 George Meredith (1828-1909):

“But Oh the truth, the truth! The many eyes

That look on it! The diverse things they see!”

3) George Meredith (in the quotation above) mentions the two of the commonest ‘ways of looking’: look and see. Do you know others? Complete the sentences with a word from the box in the correct verb tense. 

watch

gaze

stare

gape

glance

scan
     glare

peer

peep

observe
glimpse
spot



sight 

leer

blink

wink

frown

scrutinize

1) He read the telegram, ________________________________ at its contents.

(look in a worried or angry way, moving down the eyebrows together)

2) He was caught __________________________________ through the keyhole. (look quickly and cautiously)
3) The man _______________________________________ at the young girl.

(look in an unpleasant way, suggesting ill will or lust)

4)  How long can you stare without __________________________________?
(shut and open the eyes quickly)
5) She didn't answered, but just ____________________________ silently at me. (stare angrily or fiercely)

6) He ______________________________________ the newspaper over breakfast. (look quickly at something without careful reading)

7) The police ________________________________the man entering the bank.     (watch carefully)

8) John _____________________________________ the painting at the museum. (examine thoroughly and carefully)

9) The men in the ship finally ___________________ land.
(see for the first time)

10) He _____________________ by the police boarding a plane for Berlin.                      (recognize someone suddenly among many others)

11) She _____________________ at him in disbelief when he told her the news.
(look at something for a long time, in surprise or admiration)

12) He could catch a ______________________ of the president among the crowd. (have a passing view of something or someone. Usually used in the expression to catch a glimpse of)

13) The boys ______________________ television all the afternoon.
(look at some activity or event; keep one's eyes fixed on something)

14) She ____________________________ at him in surprise.
(look at something with one's mouth open)

15) She _________________ at her watch                                                                

           (have a quick look at something)

16) He __________________at me over his spectacles.





 (look very carefully, as if not able to see well)

17) She __________________ into space.  (look at something for a long time with the eyes wide open)

18) He ________________ at me to show that he was just joking. 

(close one eye briefly, as a signal to somebody)
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